
Innovation, Culture, and Creativity 

Webinar on the Call for Workshop Proposals

February 5, 2024



Logistics

The published call (icc.ucla.edu/cfw) is the 

definitive source for information and instructions. 

Views expressed within do not necessarily reflect 

those of NSF or other participating organizations. 

This webinar is being recorded. 

Please use the Q&A for questions
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Outline

Introduction to the ICC Project

Call for Workshop Proposals

Evaluation criteria

How to submit a concept outline

Q&A
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Introduction to the ICC Project
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Project Office: 
Innovation, Culture, and Creativity 

In 2024, UCLA will lead a series of 

nationwide activities on innovation at the 

intersection of the creative and 

technology sectors, supported by an award 

(TF-2345797) from the National Science 

Foundation (NSF).
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This builds on policy research in “creative cities”, 

“innovation districts”, “open innovation”, and 

related concepts. 

By innovation ecosystem, we mean the 

individuals, organizations, and processes 

involved in creating tangible societal benefits 

from new knowledge and inventions that emerge 

from research.

[Teams may choose to broaden the concept of 

“innovation ecosystem” for their proposal.] 

Examine the role of regional culture in 
strengthening innovation ecosystems. 

Goal #1

Regional Innovation: Federal Programs and Issues for Considerations
Congressional Research Service, April 3, 2023



…which are encountering disruption due to 

innovations in artificial intelligence (AI) and other 

emerging technologies. 

We aim to explore programs that create stronger 

connectivity between the creative sector and 

applied R&D in science and engineering. 

This goal builds on recommendations from the 

National Academies, successful initiatives in other 

countries, and hands-on experience in industry and 

higher education.
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Support the continued competitiveness of U.S. 
industries involved in the creative sector…

Goal #2

Creative Industries (UNCTAD)



…by engaging practical applications at the 

intersection of technology, innovation, and creativity.

This goal is consistent with the redefinition of the 

STEM workforce by the National Science Board 

(NSB) in Science and Engineering (S&E) Indicators 

2022 to encompass all workers who use science 

and engineering skills in their jobs.
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Develop novel strategies to expand and diversify 
the STEM workforce…

Goal #3

U.S. workforce, by STEM occupational group and education level: 2019

Indicators 2022: Labor Force



Key Activities

Regional Workshops Industry Summit National Convening

Competitively funded workshops 
that bring together industry, 
academic, community, and 
government partners to explore 
regional needs and opportunities. 

Call for proposals in January ‘24, 
with workshops in Summer/Fall ‘24.

Gathering of NSF and the creative 
/ technology industries modeled 
after TIP’s “industry partnership 
summit” that focuses on pre-
commercial R&D collaboration.

Held in Southern California in early 
Fall ‘24. 

Meeting to synthesize the input 
and opportunities from across 
regions and stakeholders into 
roadmap recommendations for 
NSF TIP and other agencies. 

Held at the UCLA Luskin Conference 
Center in December ‘24. 
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Jeff Burke (PI)
Theater, Film, and Television

UCLA

Jennifer Jacobs (Co-PI)
Media, Arts, and Technology

UCSB

Chris Johanson
Digital Humanities

UCLA

Lauren Lee McCarthy
Design Media Arts

UCLA

Greg Pottie
Engineering

UCLA
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Project Team



Advisory Committee

Hasan Bakhshi 

Professor and Director, Creative Industries Policy 

and Evidence Centre, Newcastle University

Jamie Bennett 

Consultant, Lord Cultural Resources; Former 

Executive Director, ArtPlace America

Elizabeth Currid-Halkett 

Professor and James Irvine Chair in Regional 

Planning, USC

Roy Mathew 

Principal and Higher Education Practice Lead, 

Deloitte Consulting

Carl Grodach

Foundation Professor, Urban Planning & Design, 

Monash University 

Erika Varis Doggett

Senior Research Scientist

Walt Disney Studios

Kelly LoBianco 
Director, Department of Economic Opportunity

Los Angeles County

Narineh Makijan 

Chair, Los Angeles Regional Consortium 

of Community Colleges

Eric McIntosh 

Worldwide Higher Education Strategy & Programs, 

Apple, Inc. 

Manuel Montoya 

Associate Professor of Economics, University 

of New Mexico

Todd Presner 

Professor and Co-PI, Mellon Foundation Urban 

Humanities Initiative, UCLA

Kamal Sinclair

Senior Director for Digital Innovation, 

Los Angeles Music Center
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NSF Directorate for Technology, 

Innovation and Partnerships (TIP)

TIP harnesses the nation's vast and 

diverse talent pool to advance critical and 

emerging technologies, address pressing 

societal and economic challenges, and 

accelerate the translation of research 

results from lab to market and society. 

Established in 2022, TIP is NSF’s first 

new directorate in over 30 years. 

NSF Collaborators: 

• Directorate for STEM 
Education  (EDU)

• Directorate for Social, 
Behavioral, and Economic 
Sciences (SBE)
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Outcomes: Creativity + Technology
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Roadmap to support diverse regions and 
populations in innovation.

National network of organizations and 
individuals to participate in new programs.

New models for cross-disciplinary R&D for 
the creative / technology industries.

Research agenda for support from the 
social, behavioral, and economic sciences. 

Synergistic activities within the private 
sector and other government agencies.

Broader participation in the STEM 
workforce across disciplines, demographics, 
and geography. 



Call for Workshop Proposals
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What are the workshops for?

Explore support for innovation at the intersection of culture, 
creativity and technology.

Specifically, regional needs, opportunities, and challenges, 
related to technology priority areas of the CHIPS and Science 
Act of 2022.

Workshop results will inform a national convening that will make 
programmatic recommendations for funders in this area. 
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What should they cover?

Focus on ecosystems, programs, 

and broad research opportunities 

over individual projects. 

Big picture: Look at 5- to 10-year 

opportunities with regional impact.

Similar scope to other workshops 

convened by NSF when it is 

exploring a new area of opportunity. 
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See the call for specifics!



What should they cover? (1/2)

Enhancing regional innovation 

ecosystems…

Supporting translational research 

in the humanities and arts…

Broadening participation in 

applied STEM research…
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See the call for specifics!



What should they cover? (2/2)

Strengthening U.S. creative 

industry participation in 

technology research…

Encouraging engagement on 

dimensions of ethics and 

responsibility…

Supporting new, innovative forms 

of entrepreneurial activity…

18

See the call for specifics!



Workshop Idea
Brainstorming

19



Practical considerations

Concept outlines due 

February 16, 2024. 

Invited proposals due 

April 15, 2024. 

Notification of award 

expected in May, 2024.

Workshops completed 

by September 30, 2024.
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Regional focus. 

In-person, though a hybrid 

option may be offered. 

Typically 50-75 participants 

and ~1.5 days long.

Budgets: At most $75,000 

each, including indirect 

costs. 



How is “region” defined?

Teams are free to define their region as appropriate for their 

proposal. 

E.g., group of counties, metro area, federal census region, GSA region, 

cultural region, and so on.

A small number of awards for “Distributed Communities-of-

Practice” will be considered. 
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Who should organize?  Participate? 

See “Eligibility and Participation” in the CFW. 

Broad participation is encouraged. 

“Proposing teams are encouraged to include organizers and 

participants who:

• Cover a variety of relevant professional roles in culture, the arts, 

humanities, creative industry, and STEM;

• Have significant experience with NSF and/or other federal science 

and technology research support;

• Have not received NSF funding before in significant roles.”
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What deliverables are required?

Each awarded team will be required to provide the 
following deliverables to the ICC project office after their 
workshop concludes:

• Draft set of notes and attendee list immediately at workshop 
completion to support planning for the national convening;

• Participants’ session proposals for the national convening;

• Brief final report to be made available to the public;

• Opt-in list of participants and contact information for further 
communications.

Other deliverables may be identified during the award process. 
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Who will receive the deliverables?

ICC Project Team

Participants in the national convening

National Science Foundation

Some elements will be publicly posted
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How will organizers and participants 
be involved in follow up?

Our expectation:

• Organizers will be invited to the national convening;

• Participants with session proposals that are selected will be invited;

• Additional comment opportunity on materials coming out of national 

convening.
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Proposal Process
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Proposal Process

1. Interested teams should start by submitting a concept outline by February 16, 

2024 at 5:00 p.m. proposer’s local time. (Up to about 500 words – 3k character 

limit.)

2. A subset of teams will be invited by the end of February to submit workshop 

proposals, up to 4 pages long, due on April 15, 2024.

3. Concept outlines and contact information for invited proposals will be published 

on the ICC website to encourage coordination and participation.

4. Proposals will undergo panel review, and awards will be announced in May 

2024.

5. Workshops must be completed by the end of September 2024.
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Evaluation criteria 
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Concept outlines

Team is eligible. 

No conflict of interest as defined in the call.

Topics are within scope.

Logistics are feasible.

Evidence that proposal requirements meaningfully considered.
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Invited Concept Outlines

Will be posted publicly.

Will receive feedback on strengths/weaknesses.

May receive recommendations on potential overlap / 

collaboration opportunities with other outlines.
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Workshop Proposals

Region / community-of-practice

Workshop approach and topics

Organizing committee

Participants

Logistics 

Diversity of Participation

Intellectual Merit

Broader Impact

References

Budget
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Address the program goals. 

Cover one or more topic areas. 

Explore how national support 
could address regionally specific 
opportunities and challenges. 



How to submit a concept outline

32



How to submit a concept outline
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Identify a principal investigator 

(PI) and lead organization that 

can receive a federal subaward.

Identify at least one Co-PI from 

another organization.

Write and upload a concept 

outline by February 16, 2024.  



Draft

Register on InfoReady (1/3)

1/20/24 34

Visit UCLA’s InfoReady site 

(https://ucla.infoready4.com/) 

and click “Log In”. 

https://ucla.infoready4.com/


Draft

Register on InfoReady (2/3)

1/20/24 35



Draft

Register on InfoReady (3/3)

1/20/24 36

Verify your email address to 

finish registering. 



Draft

Go to the competition page

1/20/24 37

Concept outlines must be 

submitted to this link:

https://ucla.infoready4.com/

#freeformCompetitionDetail/1927522

https://ucla.infoready4.com/
https://ucla.infoready4.com/


Draft

Log in

1/20/24 38

Log in with the account you 

have created. 



Draft1/20/24 39

Complete the concept outline 

application and preview the application. 

Make sure that all information is correct 

before submitting. 

Please reference 

https://icc.ucla.edu/cfw/  or 
email icc@remap.ucla.edu if you have 
questions.

Prepare Concept Outline (1/3)

https://icc.ucla.edu/cfw/
mailto:icc@remap.ucla.edu


Draft1/20/24 40

Complete the concept outline 

application and preview the application. 

Make sure that all information is correct 

before submitting. 

Please reference 

https://icc.ucla.edu/cfw/  or 
email icc@remap.ucla.edu if you have 
questions.

Prepare Concept Outline (2/3)

https://icc.ucla.edu/cfw/
mailto:icc@remap.ucla.edu
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Paste in the plain text concept outline  

(up to 3000 characters) and optionally 

upload a “hero image”.

Preview the application. 

Make sure that all information is correct 

before submitting. 

Please reference 

https://icc.ucla.edu/cfw/  or 
email icc@remap.ucla.edu if you have 
questions.

Prepare Concept Outline (3/3)

https://icc.ucla.edu/cfw/
mailto:icc@remap.ucla.edu


Draft1/20/24 42

After submitting the application, it will say ‘Application Submitted’ near the 

top of the page. You will receive an email confirming your submission. 

Submit



Q&A
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Thanks!

Concept outlines due
February 16, 2024

Call for Workshop Proposals
icc.ucla.edu/cfw

Questions to: 
icc@remap.ucla.edu
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